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Description automatically generated]Risk Assessment & Method Statement
	Task/ activity: 	Power washing	

	

	Task/ activity description:

	
Power washing lorries, trailers and plant in the yard
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	Likely to be effected: Operatives, subcontractors, visitors



	Risk Scoring = multiply severity by probability SxP=R

	Severity
	Probability
	Risk Category

	5 Fatality or disaster
	5 Highly likely
	

	4 Major injury, damage or loss
	4 Very likely
	High = 15-25

	3 Reportable injury or occurrence
	3 Likely
	Medium = 9-14

	2 Minor injury, less than 3 days lost time or minimal loss
	2 Unlikely
	Low = 1-8

	1 Minor injury, no lost time or damage 
	1 Very unlikely
	



	Hazard
	Control measures to be taken to reduce risk
	Risk Scoring
	Risk Rating

	
	
	S
	P
	

	Electrocution 
	· Leads will be checked for cuts, breaks prior to starting pressure washer
· No unauthorised electrical work will be carried out on Pressure Washer

	4
	2
	8

	Falls from a height
	· Cover will be rolled back from the platform at the front of the Trailer 
· Suitable Ladder / Step ladder will be used to gain access to the inside of the Trailer
· Pressure Lance will be placed in the Trailer before accessing the Steps to the Trailer  
· If MEWPS are used, it must be used by fully trained member of staff and full use of all safety equipment (harness).

	4
	2
	8

	Falling debris
	· Loose Materials will be washed from the top of the trailer on the inside to the floor, when sides and front completed the loose material will be washed out to the rear of the trailer to the ground  

	4
	2
	8

	Vehicle movements
	· Pressure washer will be used at low peak times in the yard and in a Cordoned off area, cones / barriers to be moved along with the Pressure Washer 
· Pressure Washer to be hooked on to a Forklift with Flashing Beacon of Van with Flashing Beacon 
· Fixed Pressure washers – Operative to remain close to the area / vehicle to be washed – monitor for moving vehicles while Washing Area / Vehicle  

	4
	2
	8

	Dermatitis
	· Operatives to wear Rubber Gloves to prevent water contact with Skin during Pressure Washing Operations. 
· Gloves to be changed regularly, or as & when required

	3
	3
	9
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PPE required
· All operatives working in pressure washing operations will wear Bumpcaps, Safety Footwear, Waterproof Jacket, Rubber Gloves, Waterproof Leggings provided if requested

Method statement
Planning:
Work is planned to ensure a safe means of washing is provided.  
All equipment is provided and maintained to required legal and other standards.

Physical:
Suitable Ladder / Stepladder will be used to gain access to the Rear of the Trailer for Washing inside 
Operatives will park Trailers close to Washing Area and monitor for moving vehicles as they wash trailers.
When washing yard / walkways, Pressure Washer to be hooked on to a Forklift with Flashing Beacon of Van with Flashing Beacon, use cones / barriers to cordon off working area 

Managerial/Supervisory:
All equipment used will be checked into ensure it is in good working order, to correct specifications, and in date for inspection.
Work will be monitored to ensure that additional precautions and equipment is taken into use required.

Emergency procedures

Contact details
In case of an accident or emergency, call 999 immediately.
· Daisy Hill Hospital – 028 3083 5000
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